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Solve each of the following problems and describe how you thought while solving. See if you can solve the problem in more than one 
way. Then rank the problems from easier to harder on the basis of the difficulty level for a typical 4th grader. 
 

Problem Record your thinking 
Relative Difficulty 
for 4th grader 

1) 3 – 5 =   

 
 
 

 
 

 

2) -6 – -2 =   

 
 
 
 
 

 

3) -2 +  = 4  

 
 

 
 

 

 

4)  + -2 = -10 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 


