
 

Dr. Navarro is an Associate Professor in the 

department of Family and Preventive Medicine at 

UCSD. She has served as a UCSD PI of the 

SDSU/UCSD Cancer Center Comprehensive 

Partnership since its inception, and as such has 

worked closely with SDSU to build the U54 

infrastructure over the past 12 years. Her research 

agenda focuses on the use of community-based 

participatory interventions to improve health status 

and access to health care in underserved 

communities with a special emphasis on cancer 

health disparities. In 1992, she received a new 

investigator award from the Tobacco-Related 

Disease Research Program to study tobacco use among Latinos in California. This project 

examined current smoking rates and investigated the access to and the need for tobacco control 

programs among Latinos. The project demonstrated that agreement between self-reported and 

proxy reported smoking status is higher among non-Latinos than Latinos, calling into question 

epidemiologic surveys that rely on both self- and proxy-reported rates. Dr. Navarro also 

collaborated in a study about the simulated effect of tobacco tax variation on Latino health in 

California. Funding from the National Cancer Institute, the Tobacco Related Disease Research 

Program and the American Cancer Society California Division has supported Dr. Navarro’s 

research agenda as PI for 20 years. Her work builds on innovative community-based health 

interventions addressing health disparities. Dr. Navarro’s community health advisor projects 

have pioneered the field to enhance health and to improve access to health care. The projects 

developed under Dr. Navarro’s leadership represent innovative research models that are at the 

vanguard of the community-based participatory health research current trends. Dr. Navarro’s has 

an extraordinary record of community service and her commitment to training and mentoring is 

also remarkable. She has participated on a regular basis in the various Academic Enrichment 

Programs at UCSD and SDSU. Dr. Navarro has guided research projects through participation 

on medical student research project committees and mentorship of undergraduate, graduate 

students, postdoctoral fellows, residents, and Family physicians. Her leadership in the U56 and 

U54 has been critical to the development of a broad community partner network that has been 

progressively built and integrated into the work of the academic partner institutions. Dr. 

Navarro’s role as PI is central to the U54 linkages between community and academic partners. 
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